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ABSTRACT

Originally planned for missions lasting 90 days and covering distances up to 400 meters, the twin Mars Exploration

Rovers have each spent well over 1000 sols (Mars days) and 1000 very cold nights on the surface of Mars and are

still going strong. During this time Spirit and Opportunity have covered a combined distance of over 17 kilometers,

sent back to Earth over 150,000 photographs, performed mineralogical analyses of scores of diverse rocks, and

made key atmospheric and astronomical measurements. This presentation will describe the mission and focus on the

unprecedented evidence that has been found for the protracted presence of liquid water on Mars’ surface in the

distant past, and on the implications for the geological and astrobiological history of the planet.
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