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ABSTRACT

This talk describes Clarence King’s explorations with the California Geological Survey beginning in 1863. He was a

field assistant on William Brewer’s expedition into the King’s Canyon Sierra where they charted the topography and

identified the loftiest peaks in the country including Mount Whitney. He then headed up the Geological Exploration

of the 40th Parallel, and later became the first director of the U.S. Geological Survey.
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