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S.E.G. SRING DINNER, MFSIING

Dr. Paul Weavetr, Technlcal Asslstant to the
Vlce-hes1d.ent, OrIf 011 Corp., llouston, Texas, wes
guest slrceker at the aruuaI sprlrg dlnner neethg
of the Paclflc Coast Sectlon of Soclety of Explor-
atlon Geopfryslclsts whlch was held at the EI TeJon
Hotel, Bakersfleld, on I€y 8 last. The San Joaquln
Geologlcal Soclety collabo}'ated wlth the S.E.e. 1n
prcsentlng the dlnner neetlng.

Dr. Weeverts subJect wes nstnrctural Evolutlon
of Baslns as Deducett fron c€opfiyslcal Datan, and
he dealt ln partlcular wlth the geolos/ and asso-
clated, geophyslcal lnfornatlon obtalned fron the
l@xlcan Gulf basln. Several klnds of geophyslcal
r€sults ar€ avallab1e fron the area, but gravlty
data are at present nost lrltleq)read. the La.nont
C'eo1og1cal Observatory ls concludlng a refractlon
progran 1n the qr1f rrlrlch should contrlbute mch
to exlstlng Isrowledgp.

The land area ls underlaln by l,lesozolc and
Cenozolc c1a"st1c and non-clastlc (prlnclpall_y ev-
aporlte) sedlnents wlth the latter found. 1n the
south part of the basln ln southem Elorlda and
Yucatan. The transltlon zone between these a,nd
the shauoy-water deposlted clastlcs to the north
1s often n€u:row, and geophyslcal deternlnatlons
probably lndlcate that the zone 1s contlnuous a-
cross the Gulf. Wlth few exceptlons, Paleozolc or
basenent rocks on larul lle at depths 1n excess of
40,000 feet.

Eplcs of accentuated thlckenlng occur In the
cLastlcs whlch resultetl fron a depr€sslon of base-
nent equal to the rate of deposltlon. These rrfloodsn
of cLastlcs occur ln relatlvely narrow zones and.
have been found 1n the Jurasslc, Creteceous, Eocene,
Pllo-M1ocene, and qraternaJry. Gravlty and nagnetlc
naxt-@, occur shor€HarlX to the noruh due to strlp-
plng of the basement, whll-e baslffard a gravlty nax-
lnrn acconpan;rhg a thlck sedlnentary load 1s asso-
clatecl wlth a mgnetlc nlnlEun resultlng fron base-
Eent depresslon.

Barton flrst lnter?reted gravlty data ln terrns
of seduentatlon and baserent conflguratlon. Hls
scant data 1ed h1la to lnfer a geosynaDne sl1ghtly
lnland fron the coastllne of loulslana and Texes.
Holrever, subsequent narlne dr1Il1ng has not substan-
tlated a thlnnlng of the seallnents Lrhlch uould take
place on the south flank of such a geosJmclhe. A
magnetlc proflle mde across the culf fron Klngston
to Brownwllle has produced deepest vaLues (u1th an
lnteryr€ted deep basenent) 1n Slgsbee Deep, Iowegt
topographlc expresslon ln the GuIf basln, fron near
the nouth of Apalachlcola Rlver, Elorlda to near
Brol{nsvllle, Texas.

In concluslon, Dr. I{eaver strgested that grev-
lty and nagnetlc data nou ladlcate a Q'IIf Coast geo-
syncllne 1s located gulfflard rather than lnland,
and that thlck wedges of clastlc sedlnents thlnnlng
updlp to the. north from the edge of the contlnental
shelf offer excel.lent possi.blUtles for o11 explo-
ratlon.

COAST DINNER METINC

. tYle regular dlnner reet1ng of the coast c€ol-
oglcal Soclety nas held May fetn at the t{lraJnar
llotel, lrlonteclto, Ca1lfornla. The speakers of the
evenlng were lf. B. A, (Bud) OgIe of-lrlh. Ross Ca_
been & A,ssoclates and l,lortlrer A. Ic_fue-of the 1aw
ff* 9-f l(llne, Barton and Sterl_ey.

Itr. Og1ets tn'lk on the rceolos, of the EeI
Rlver Valley area ln Northern Calliornlatr was of
very great lntercst to the coastaL area geologlsts

Yager: couposed largefy of shales and hard g1ey-
$acke of probable Cretaceous age, aLthough 1t
nay extend fron Jurasslc to Eocene.

False CaDe Shear Zones a very mrch shattered and
gougey zone whlch 1s nappee as though lt were
a stratlgraphlc un1t. It contalns ftagments
of both Cretaceous and Eocene rocks and pos-
slbly nost of the othef forEatlons present
1n the area.

Wlldcat Group: conslsts of a na:rirnrn of lZ,OOOl
of sed.lrents whlch have been nepped together
In the past that ranges fron upper litlocene to
posslbly Pl-elstocene 1n age. The group has
been dlvlded by l\ff. ogle as follows:

Pullen: thls unlt conslsts of 600r to ll@r of-TeCtnents 
rlth a basal sandstone up to pOOr

thlck. The age 1s upper l,lohnlan to lower
Repettlan and the llthol_ogf 1s 1n part very
sJmllar. to the upper l4locene Monterey forra-
tlon of southern Callfornla.
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because of the sJnJlar"lty between the EeI Rlver
basln snd the Ventura and Iros Angeles baslns. The
stratlgaphlc sectlon of the area, fron older to
younger rocks, 1s llsted below:
Franclscan: found ln a pO nll_e wld,e belt to the

northeast of the Eel Rlver basln.

EeI Rlver: Thls unlt ls a deep water glaucon-
1t1c sandstone 6O0t to 2O@r thlck wlth low-
er PLlocene fom.ns slnllar to the Repettlan
of southern Callfornla.

Rlo DeU: Tlrls unlt conslsts of 5000r to 6000t
of lnterbedded sandstones and claystones sLm-
1Iar to the Plco fornatlon of the Ventura
basln. The lower and upper portlons are pr1-
narlly shale or claystone wlth a mldd.le sand,-
stone rember. Fora.ns lndlcate thls unlt 1s
equlvalent to the Plco forre,tlon of nldrlIe
to upper PUocene age.

Scotla Bluffs: Thls unlt rests conforTabry and
grad.atlonally on the R1o DeU. anCl conslsts
of looot to e00ot of @,sslve sandstone. It
ls of shallolr rdater orlg1n and the upper part
nay be non-@trlne.

Carlo-ttq: 500r to EO@r of non-narlne, poorly
sorted congl_onerate wlth a few narlne lenses
very slnllar to the Saugus formatlon of south-
ern Callfornla.

Ttte area ls extenslvely faulted and folded wlth
conslrlerable slmllar"lty to the Ventua basXn.

Ther€ ]las been no gor,flnerclal o1I productlon
fron the Ee1 Rlver basln; however, o11 shows have
been r€ported 1n the Ptrllen betts. The thoEpklns
H111 ges fleld has seven wells produclng fron the
R1o Del-l.

l&. 0g1e polnted out that the area has been
somewhat negl_ected by 011 conpanles la the past.
Most coutr)an1es keep track of the EeI Rlver basln
fron offlces located as far away as Los Angeles.
Thls 1s sonewhat urmsual when lt 1s consld,ered that
the area of exposed TertlarT sedlnents 1n the Eel
Rlver basln ls targer then the Los Angeles basln
and aLnost twlce as large as the Ventura basln.

Itr. l.lortlner lGlne gave an extrereLy fnter-
estlng tallc on the legaL aE)ects of the petroLeun
lndustry. The talk tras based on a great nurDer of
questlons sent ln by nenbers of the Coast C€ologl-
caI Soclety and covereCl such ltens as property
rlghts, baslc provlslons of o11 and sas teasei,
operatlng agreenents, royaltles and rents, legal_
status and responslbllltles of geologtsts and. en-
glneers, and the functlons of olt corupany fegaf
d,epartments. lb: ic.lnets rer@rks were very con-
clse and lnformatlve.
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NEOCENE AITD PALEOCENE DPOSITS AT I,IARTINEZ, CAI,IF-
oRNIAn, by Chsrl-es E. Weaver, Professor of Geolo$r,
Unlverslty of Washlngton, @
&LUeatl94s 14 !99lgg,, vo]-, 7, pp. 1-102, Apr1l
ffis1ty of Washtugton Press,
Seattle 5, Washlneton.

ThIs prbUcatlon should be lndlspensabfe to
any student of Paleocene and Eocene or of the ge-
olory of Central callforal1a. Thls ls another of
Dr. Weaverts detalIed, exhaustlve ard coEprehen-
slve lnvestlgatlons of the stratlgraphy and paleon-
tolory of Paclflc Coast Tertlalry fornations 1n ar-
eas yher€ tJrpe sectlons have been establlshed. He
not only has placed on record a]-1 obtalnable tlata
on the Hleocene and Eoc€ne formatlons of the v1c1-
nlty of the srea where the lr{artlnez group was es-
tabllshed, but also ilescrlbes the underlylng Cre-
taceous and the over\rlng Ollgoeene and. Mlocene
rocks of the ar€a.

The paper ls profusel.y provlded wlth tables,
correlatlon ch€rts, faunal check l1sts (w1th des-
crlptlons of locautles), and detaUed l1tholog1c
descrlptlons. It 1s accoupanled by 14 detalled
geologlc prcp and cross sectlon plates on 9 sheets
anal by 3 stmtlgraphlc colurnr sectlons.

Dr. Vleaverfs tllscusslons of the conalltlons of
deposltlon and dlstrlbutlon of llthofac1es, and the
faunal relatlons ano corTelatlons of the upper Cre-
taceous to upper Aocene fonnatlons in the reglon
are especlauy valueble. It seens t1rely to thls
revlewer that Dr. I{eaver ctescrlbes sore Cretaceous
to Ollgocene llthofacles olfferences 1n Juxtaposl-
tlon across a maln faul-t lrhlch perhaps could be ex-
plalned better by conslderable lateral offset on
the fault, rather than by hts postulated dlvldlng
r1dge.

WllLrar Henlxf corey

PE RSONAL ITEMS

fhe annual San Joaquln Scoutsr Barbecue, held
l4ay 15th at SheU Park, went off wlth 1ts usual
success. fhe weather was a Uttle dasp, but ap-
par€ntIy dld l1tt1e to dampen the splrlts of all
present. Stan Beck gave arrair the atoor prlzes thls
year, and you cs.n guess (percentagewlse) lrhose
boys took home the nost 11quld. The report 1s out
that rrBameytt Barnartl can now board hls tfFee hors-
es lnstead of sell1ng then to the g]-ue factory.
}{ho sald" trlt lsnrt hayilr Bt, Barney?

Jln SheUer of the State trlxploratlon Co. left
0Ja1 }4ay 28 wlth baggage and fan11y for l€fayette,
Loulslana, wher€ he Lrlll open an offlce for State
Exploratlon.

Eugene wlancko has been appolnted Dlvislon
Geoptgrslclst of the coast area for Unlon 011 Co.
H1s headquarters w111 be 1n Santa Paula anal h1s
sphere of actlvltles w111 be the Santa I'larla,
ventura and Los Angeles baslns.

Followlng a recent 1nc1d.ent 1n whlch Rlch-
fleld 011 Cor?. dlsposed of sone waste o11 near
Carplnterla, ther€ 1s a novetrent on foot to re-
Erlre any such deposlts to be clearly and leglbly
labeled. fir1s 1s to prevent a r€currence of the
unfortunate predlcarnent.of a well lolohm geologlcal
departnent whXch nlstook Rlchflelilts dlscarded o11
for a reactlvated. o11 seep, m.rch to thelr conster-
natlon and enbarrassrent.

Dan SuUlvan of Contlnental 011 Co. has been
attendhg a coryany electrlc 1og school 1n ponca
C1ty, Oklahoma.

l"lack Ssflford, vlsltlrlg the CaLifomla offlce
fron Hunblers East Texas Divlslon, found recently
that a1l the shar? domlno players are not ln Texas.
Hls protest to the effect that playlng on spinners
ls unsclentlflc has not yet resultecl ln aqv of hls
troney belng returned.

The Bakersfleld Petroleun Wlves held thelr
annual fashlon show at the Bal<ersflelal Inn, Tues-
day evenlng, I@y 26tln. fhls yearrs notlf was of
the fortheomlng Brltlsh Coronatlon, wlth ilecoratlons
belng sna11 crowns on pl[ows.

Don Greenlee, She1l 0i1 Co., has been nade
Offshore Dlstrlet Geologlst. Donrs prevlous d1s-
trlctr.the Ventura and Santa Marla basln, has
been dlvlded between Lyle Smith, who will handle
the Santa l4arla bas1n, and Stan Jeffreys the Ven-
tura basln"

Joe Hualson u111 take Hunter yarboroughfs place
as Huinblets Area ceologlst wh1le lftrnter is 1n Hous-
ton. Rex Snlth 1s now Callfornla Area hoductlon
Geologlst and Dlck Fagg1ol1 1s Area Seloratlon Ge-
ologlst.

Rlchfleld 011 Cor?. has noved lnto thelr new
Ventura Dlstrlct offlce whlch 1s loeated 8 nlles
north of Santa PauLa on HlgJrway IbO. They would
l1ke to have 1t lmown that thelr new add.ress ls
Route 1, Box 150-R, oJal, and their telephone 1s
Santa Paula 1500. No date for a housewarnlng has
been set.

one of Bakersfleldts llost ellglble bachelors,
Harry Wlll1ens, of Shellts scoutlng ctepertnent,
has flnally Jolned the narrled ranks. liarry and
l41ss ALpha HenrX/ were na.rrled on l4arch pzth 1n the
Llttle Chapel of Sacrett l4eEorles at the Flrst Meth-
oillst Church ln Bat(ersfle1d. Corgratul_atlons Alptra
and llenry.

M. N. Mayuga has returneCl to hls forner posl-
tlon as Rlnclpal Geologlst h'1th long Beach Harbor
Departnent after two years of actlve nl1ltary ser-
vlce 1n Washlngton, D.C, as a l@Jor, U.S.A.F., and
as Chief of the Photo Intelllgence Sectlon, Dlrec-
torate of Intel11gence, Heatlquarters U.S.A.F.

Ohlo 011 Conpany has openeil an offlce ln
Ventura at 24l'2 E. Maln St. wlth I€r1 Arleth, Jr.
i n  a h q r 6

Peter H. Gardett has moved hls geologlcal of-
flce to 903 lblr Oaks Avenue, South Pasadena.

A group of Shellrs Bakersfleld, Sacrurento
and Ely, Nevada geoLoglcal personnel have been
transfered to the Alasl€ D1v1s1on wlth head-
quar-ters lx Seattle, Washlngton. Those belng
transferr€d are J1n El1son and Mahlon Klrl(, fron
Bakersfletd; Jlm Kennell, Bob Johnson anat Don
G11lesple of Sacrarento; and Joe Johnson of Ely,
Nevada.

John Yeager, recently graaluated from U.C.I,.A.,
has colmenced Hork for the 0h1o 01I Coupany ln
Bakersfleld.
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